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Play ball!
Bats are swinging and pitches are flying – 

at least between rain storms – at the new 

Prospect Meadows complex in Marion.
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 Jobs
Reliving the labors, 
the laughs and the 
(swim) lessons

Inside
Find the Corporate Meeting & Event Planner, 

your must-have resource guide for planning 

meetings and events in the Corridor.

Next Week
The CBJ focus topic will be the CBJ’s 

Fastest Growing Companies awards recap.

&
MEETING

EVENT
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PLANNER

Do you have a good story from your first summer job? We bet you do, which is why we asked a handful of 

Corridor leaders to help us kick off summer with a nostalgic look back. The fun begins on page 4 >>>

Real Success with 
Nate Kaeding
Nate sits down with Lisa Bluder, head 

coach of the University of Iowa Women’s 

Basketball team, to talk winning culture.
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Workspaces
Groundswell Coworking in Cedar Rapids 

mixes rustic and modern details to create 

an inspirational and creative retreat. 
PAGE 22

CBJ NEWS QUIZ

Test your comprehension with the 

CBJ News Quiz. How well have you 

been following the news?
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May 2020 l Vol. XV, Iss. 5

Zoom registration links for all of our events can be found on our events pageat iowacityarea.com.
May 22: Breakfast Smart Series - Retail: Keeping Up in an Online World, Webinar, 9:00 a.m.
Virtual Lunch ConnectionsMondays at noon on Zoom
State of the Community Webinars

Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m.

Applications Now Open for 2020-2021

We are now accepting applications for a milestone class in our Community Leadership Program, the big 3-0! This is your chance to be part of the most esteemed and successful leadership program in our community. 
CLP was created in 1990 to foster informed, well-equipped, and invested leaders in the Iowa City area. The program features ten full-day sessions that take place from September through June. Each session explores a specific theme, like Agriculture & Environment, Arts & Culture, Local Government, and Economics.

Liz Hubing, a member of the Class of 2019-2020 says, “CLP has opened my eyes to all aspects of our community. So often, we go about our lives cruising in our own ‘lane,’ but CLP encourages  you to think more broadly — learning about  things such as the intricacies of our local government, the impact of our human service agencies, the evolving role of the education 
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system, and much more.” 
The Community Leadership Program Class of 2020-2021 is scheduled to start August 29. We are 
hopeful and optimistic that we will be able to proceed with the 30th CLP class, with appropriate 
precautions in place. We will continue to monitor our local situation throughout the application 
and selection process. If we are not able to provide the high-quality, community-based experience 
that has come to be the signature of the Community Leadership Program, we are ready to adapt. A 
stellar participant experience is always our goal, but participant safety is our first priority. 

Connect with Us!

 “The knowledge I’ve gained both going through CLP and being a session leader, not to 
mention the connections and friendships I’ve made, have helped me to get to where I am 
today,” says Kim Casko, President & CEO of the Business Partnership and an alumna of 
the Class of 2011-2012. “I’m incredibly proud to be involved with such a fantastic program.”
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PROGRAM

Applications are due June 15!  Visit iowacityarea.com to learn more.

Upcoming Events

March 2020 l Vol. XV, Iss. 3

March 3 - ICR Day at the Capitol 

March 6 - First Friday Coffee 

Connections, Cafe Muse,  565 Cameron 

Way, Ste. 108, 7:30 a.m.

March 6 - AT&T Mobily Ribbon Cutting, 

352 Hwy 1 W, Iowa City, 12:00 p.m.

March 13 - Breakfast Smart Series: 

Well-Being in the Workplace, University 

of Iowa Health Care - IRL, 105 E. 9th St, 

Coralville, 7:30 a.m.

March 26 - March Business PM, 

FilmScene at the Chauncey, 404 E. College 

St, Iowa City, 4:30 p.m. 

March 27 - Costco Open House, 2900 

Heartland Dr, Coralville, 8:00 a.m. 

March 28 - Legislative Breakfast Forum, 

Learning Begins Development Center, 740 

Community Dr, North Liberty,  

8:00 a.m. 

March 31 - Summer of the Arts Ribbon 

Cutting, 319 E. 1st St, Iowa City, 4:00 p.m.

Coralville Roundtable: 12 - 1 p.m.

• March 2 - Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen,

2824 Commerce Dr.

• March 9 - Buffalo Wild Wings, 2500

Corridor Way, Ste 1

• March 16 - Dunn Brothers Coffee,

3284 Crosspark Rd, Ste A

• March 23 - Grand Living at

Bridgewater, 3 Russell Slade Blvd

• March 30 - Radisson Hotel &

Conference Center, 1220 1st Ave.

Iowa City Roundtable: 12 - 1 p.m.

• March 3 - Pizza Ranch, 171 Hwy 1 W

• March 17 - St. Burch Tavern, 127 Iowa

Ave.

North Liberty Roundtable: 12 - 1 p.m.

• March 18 - Zio Johno’s, 780

Community Dr, Ste 1

To make Johnson County the best place to live, work, and learn by 

serving our local business community.

Everyone Has a Story
A few weeks ago during our Annual Banquet, 

we revealed our new brand, including a new 

name, logo, and vision.

As our banquet theme suggested, everyone 

has a story. Our new story gives us the 

opportunity to retell our reason for being, 

and to share our new initiatives as we turn a 

chapter in our organization’s history.

So why change your name if your organization 

has been a pillar in the community since 1936? 

This was a question we asked ourselves in 

early 2019 during our yearly strategy meeting. 

It became apparent during this meeting 

that the answer was really pretty simple: We 

needed a name that would better reflect what 

we do and who we do it for.

In addition, the words “chamber” and 

“commerce” were often cited as being 

outdated. Millennials seemed less familiar with 

what a chamber of commerce does and this 

audience is a growing sector of our business 

population. We also found that the term does 

not resonate as well with the diverse audiences 

we want to attract.  
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Iowa City Area Business 
Partnership

MISSION:

VISION: VALUES:

To build the best 
local business 
ecosystem in the 
world.

1. Members-first Mindset

2. For the Love of Our Community

3. Collaboration is The Way

4. Continuously Improve…Continuously

5. Be Humorously Human

Lastly, it contributed to an assumption that 

we are either part of the US Chamber of 

Commerce or some sort of government entity – 

neither of which are true.   

We know that better serving our local 

businesses and community is more than just a 

name and logo change.  We have a lot of work 

ahead of us to provide more relevant, unique, 

and value-added services to our members and 

we will be rolling these out throughout 2020.

For more information about our rebrand, visit 

iowacityarea.com/our-new-story. 

Connect with Us!

Upcoming Events

Perks of 
Membership


